HOME / THE RETREAT
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Principal Designer Tang Chung-Han
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SPHE  PLAN

H/\ 1. X 1. entrance

| ] 2. K 2. living room
3. &I 3. dining room
4. BB 4. kitchen
5. BFE 5. study area
6. EAE 6. bedroom
7. 7. bathroom
8. EE=E 8. master bedroom
9. ER[H 9. walk-in closet
10. EEAVER 10. master bedroom
11. 4R 11. washroom
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Interview Finn Ho

Photographer Weimax

Located on Zhongxiao East Road in downtown
Taipei, a fast-paced city, ‘The Retreat’ is a secluded
sanctuary from the urban hustle and bustle.
However, for designer Tang Chung-Han, ‘seclusion’ is
not about escape, but rather delving into one’s heart
to examine, analyze, and understand oneself to find
out what one really desires.

This project designed for two involves public spaces,
such as the living room, dining room, study and
more, that are full of light and provide unobstructed
views. Without fixed moving lines, the spaces combine
with the L-shaped, right-angled horizontal floor-to-
ceiling windows to visually create a flowing plane,
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where the living room surrounding the coffee table
forms an island, and the dining room and kitchen are
directly connected — an approach that prompts one
to focus on the overall interior upon entry. The huge
yet unbalanced miniature light above the dining room
is a round and abstract surreal piece of art made
from mineral cement, an artistic metaphor of hitting
a stone with an egg, with the fallen egg, after the
impact, getting stuck as a chandelier that lends a
playful tone.

On both sides of the sleek bookcases in the open
study, there are hidden sliding doors that connect the
owner’s private area. Every space is an island, and

the moving line is not a simple circle, but a random
one surrounding the islands. When the sliding door is
opened, life here is a leisurely stroll experience; when
the sliding door is closed, the private area becomes a
spacious suite, with the bathroom overlooking the city
and bathed in the rising sun, making the bedroom
bright and comfortable. Stepping into the residence,
the occupant is greeted by a metal chain curtain that
seemingly flows in an area of relaxation and leisure.
Then, he or she retreats to the dining room where
the long table, made of charred, solid word from West
Africa, and the chairs with V-shaped legs, respond
to the pure and natural textures of the microcement
interior.
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The apt use of micro-cement is the result of a recent attempt by Design

Apartment to minimize its use of materials. Tang Chung-Han has applied
to the residence the theory of ‘volume, surface and plane’, a concept that
French architect Le Corbusier calls architects’ attention to in his book
Toward an Architecture. Real and reliable microcement applied to existing
‘surfaces’ enables the occupant or viewer to faithfully convey their emotions by
turning the spaces into the background against which the occupant constructs
his or her core self through furniture, utensils, art collections and daily
conversations. As such, the emotional connections between the spaces and
the occupant are established, lending soul and a homey atmosphere to the
residence.

Character of Space Home
Gross Floor Area 205 m?
Materials Microcement / Iron /
Marble / Wood Flooring
Location Taipei
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